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INTRODUCTION

The City of Bakersfield is an incorporated local government entity
with a population of 195,226 within an area of 100.2 square miles
located in the San Joaquin Valley of central California.

Our location requires intense frequency coordination because of the
close proximity to Los Angeles and San Francisco. Any change to
frequencies and/or the coordination process is of great concern to
all of the agencies in the San Joaquin Valley.

The funding impact of this proposal to the City of Bakersfield
would be in excess of $7 million. The city would have to develop
several new fixed sites to obtain same coverage and replace the
following equipment: 28 repeaters, 96 voting receivers, 919 mobile
and portable radios, 6 analog microwave terminals, and a 5 position
33 channel communications console. Even in the most prosperous
times the city budget could not handle a $7 million capital outlay
for communications equipment.

COMMENTS

The City of Bakersfield has carefully examined the proposals in
this Docket and has many concerns relative to the effect the
proposed rule changes would have on the communications syste s of
the City of Bakersfield.
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In common with most governmental agencies the City of Bakersfield
suffers from a shortage of money to provide the desired level of
service needed for public safety. This proposal would create an
undue hardship upon the city government and the tax payers of
Bakersfield. All of the City Departments are being asked to do
more with less, this proposal in its current form mandates that our
communications systems do less with more.

The intent to refarm the spectrum is timely but the proposal as
presented would have a very detrimental effect on our radio
systems, be very costly, and very difficult, if not impossible, to
implement. Reducing bandwidths, power and modulation would all
result in a negative impact on existing systems and would not
provide a solution to the problems which presently exist.
Additional spectrum must be provided in addition to refarming that
which is presently allocated for public safety use.

Negative aspects of the proposal

1. Imposition of unrealistic power limitations along with
reduced elevations will destroy our existing mobile relay
operation in the 150-160 Mhz band. The proposed channel
arrangements and limitations would result in the need to
construct additional sites and base stations to provide the
same coverage.

2. Reduction of channel bandwidth to 5 KHz in the 150-160 MHz
bands. There is no equipment on the market that has been
proven effective at these bandwidths.

3. Reducing deviation to 3 KHz would result in loss of range,
degrade system operation, and seriously jeopardize our public
safety officers.

4. Failure to provide dedicated channels for mutual aid
purposes would eliminate existing plans and systems.

5. Inserting other services into the channels presently
allocated to public safety would force early migration and
intolerable costs.

6. The proposed method of dividing channels in all bands is
non-standard and would cause great hardship. It would make
all existing equipment obsolete and make migration impossible.

7. Special recognition is not given to the unique
requirements of public safety and their responsibility for
protecting life and property.



RECOMMENDATIONS

1. It is imperative that a frequency plan for mobile relay
operation must be developed for the 150-160 MHz band.

2. Power limitations should be decided by a coordination
process based on the power necessary to provide adequate
signals to the agencies area of political responsibility.

3. Elevation limitations for fixed equipment should be
decided by a coordination process based on the signal strength
necessary to provide adequate communications for the agencies
area of political responsibility I not an HAAT rule set in
concrete.

3. Modulation should not be reduced below 4 KHz.

4. Bandwidths should not be reduced beyond the point agreed
to as feasible by all manufacturers and users.

5. Any proposed narrowing of channels should consider the
best migration plan. Retention of existing center frequencies
in all bands is highly desirable.

6. Time tables for conversion to
equipment must be long enough to
existing equipment.

new channels and new
allow amortization of

7. Service block allocations for public safety must remain
unless a methodology for representative coordination is
developed that is satisfactory to all public safety services.

8. There must be no reduction in the amount of spectrum
presently allocated to public safety and additional spectrum
should be granted.



CONCLUSION

The City of Bakersfield recognizes the need to refarm the spectrum
and the advances in technology which make this a feasible approach.
However, extreme attention must be given to avoid undue financial
hardship on public safety agencies. Rules which would reduce the
capability of any agencies radio systems to provide the necessary
coverage should not be adopted.

The City of Bakersfield is a member and has participated in the
frequency coordination process by the California Associated Public
Safety Communications Officers since its formation. The APCO
coordination process works extremely well and should be expanded to
include all local governmental entities.

Respectfully submit

Melvin E, Perry
Communications Coordinator
City of Bakersfield


